y now the John Paul Il Centre in Montorso has
become a reference point for many youngsters who,
in recent years, have climbed the hill of Loreto, to
meet in the place that John Paul Il and Benedict XM .
have called the espiritual capital of the youngZ of J
Italy and of Europe. DOM FRANCESCO
Here at Loreto, the *Nazareth of ItalyZ, that
through the Centre in Montorso expresses its atten-
tion addressed to the world of the young, we are living th e experience
of the Church as a house of welcome for the young, protagonists of their
future and prophets of the new world: « To all | say, here is your House, the
House of Christ and of Mary, the House of God a@nuanZ
On 7 December 2000, in his hand-written letter, composed for the inau-
guration of the Centre named after himself on the Montors o hill, the Pope
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writes: ¢ May this place become always more a particuldowards you in the place where you live, in your fr ailty
training school for meetings and dialogue betweka tand your weakness, at school and at work, in the public

Christian community and the new generati@ns

Living at the Centre is a community of priests and nuns,
lay people and voluntary staff, all in the service of the
young: one does not meet erockse but instead ¢living rockse
because everyone, through dialogue and accompanimert,
might be enabled to find their vocation in the Chur ch.

The path is not escape from everyday life, from the
world in which one lives, but rather living the ext raor-
dinary in the ordinary. Recognising God coming

Mons. Sigalini,
Bishop of Palestiina

square and in church. Too often nowadays one encoun
ters youths who perceive certain powerful experienc es
in the same way that a friend of theirs waits for Saturday
night to sget out of his headZ. Something extraordi nary
that helps us discern beauty in the ordinary, because to
make himself known God has entered into the folds of
the history and the life of each person. Let us reall John
Paul Iles words at Rome University at Tor Vergata on
World Youth Day in 2000: In reality, it is Jesus that you
are seeking when you dream of happiness; it is He who
awaits you when nothing that you find satisfies you fZ
This is the quest that we see on the faces of the more

than 12,000 youths that every year come to the Centre.

Interviewed on the
Tenth Anniversary
of the John Paul ll

B Conceming the ten years of the
John Paul Il Centre, Mons. Sigalini,
you were one of the founding fathers.
What idea inspired this centre,
strongly wanted by Pope Woijtyla?
The idea for this Centre came
about the day after the famous
eEurhopes meeting between John
Paul Il and the young of all of
Europe in 1995. On that occasion we
started to conjecture that Loreto
could well become the centre for the
young of Europe, but that in order
for it to become so for Europeans it
had to become so also for Italians.

B What does this place, right here
in Loreto, represent for the Italian
Youth Pastoral?

In the meantime, it represents a
place of great reflections, because
one of the main themes that we
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wanted to face, and experiences that
we wanted to have, was that of
passing a night in the Holy House.
And for several years, on the
anniversary of the meeting with

the Pope we always met in the
Holy House to have this type of

experience: a vigil.

M What is your dream, and in
what light do you see this Centre
in terms of the ordinary Pastoral?
| see it as truly a place to which
one comes to get recharged. In
youth pastorals, in general, one
meets in order to organise, but | see
that if the youngsters do not have
some spiritual experience, gradual-
ly and slowly they run out of enthu-
siasm. At a certain point one has to
say: letes pull out the plug, go there,
stay for three days without expect-
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ing anything special, look each
other in the eye and look into Jesus
Christes eyes, pass a night in the
Holy House and let Mary tell us
what is needed in order to say syese
to Jesus. This is what | dream, what
| have always dreamed, and | hope
we can build something that helps
to have these experiences.
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he Agora of the Young of the Mediterraneiara project
that proposes to create significant and lasting relations
among Catholic youths of the diverse countries of the Me-
diterranean, with the aim to start a dialogue with the
young of other creeds, religions and cultures. These rela-
tions should be built above all by fostering the ci rculation
of information and experiences among the youth comm u-
nities of the countries involved, so as to stimulate growth
in the young in term of cultural, social and politi cal aware-
ness, in view of the reciprocal support of all Chur ches and
Societies that border the Mediterranean. The Agora also
proposes to stimulate a serious and documented reflection
on the importance of the common Christian and cultu ral
roots of the European Union and of the Mediterranean.
The Agora Project was conceived following the
reflections expressed, starting in 2001 during the inter-
national meetings held at Loreto, at the John Paul Il
Youth Pastoral Centre. These meetings, traditionally
held in September, had as their protagonists young
leaders of youth pastorals and missionary pastorals in
countries in the Mediterranean area, who met to discuss
current issues, such as faith, ethics, politics and eco-
nomics, aided by experts of national and international

_ A

U
SiMediterraiean

AIMS AND HISTORY

renown. In 2001 the John Paul Il Centre organised the
first International Meeting between Youths of the Two $kor
of the Adriatic (see attached document). This was an
endeavour aimed not only at solidarity with the coun-
tries of East Europe; its specific intent is another, and
consists in deepening the shared heritage of faith in
Jesus Christ. This experience gave rise to what wasd
become the Agora of the Young of the Mediterranean.

In fact, starting the following year (September 2002)
the National Service for the Youth Pastoeadd the National
Office for Missionary Cooperation among Churcbéshe
Italian Episcopal Conference, in collaboration with the
John Paul Il Centref Loreto, have started an undertak-
ing called His Life will pass over the waters - Agora of
the Young of the Mediterranean.

The Agora addresses Catholic youths coming from all
the countries of the Mediterranean, with the aim to give
rise to and to consolidate meaningful and lasting r elations
among the young belonging to Christian associations in
all the countries of the Mediterranean, fostering encoun-
ters and the circulation of information and experie nces
among the youth communities of the countries involv ed.
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The Earthquake in Abruzzc

SISTERALFONSINA

? - he children can make the most of this opportunity.
Wee kS I n CO m m U n Ity. This community of adults takes care of relatiotis the
. | that the children attend as usual every mgrin fact
the BeaUty Of Dal |y LtféCommunity WeeksO venture forms part of thmgrrai
Offers Plan (POF) in the high schools in LoretBegahati.

r many years the community of the John Paul treCen During these days the children learn to share migt tbe
I:Eas been offering youngsters from high schoolsrefd. space and time dedicated to study made availalieeto, with
and Recanati the experienceveé€ks in community B living school teachers who offer to guide them in theotd#arning.
the extraordinary in the ordinaryQA week in which, carry- They also learn to share qualities and skillethatge in work-
ing on with their daily activities, the schoolcleifdshare new shops (theatre,music, art) in which they are éibahto take part.
experiences with other youngsters that help thederstand The days are also marked by brief but significantents

that in the ordinariness of life too they camf silence and reflection that culminate in thgriplage-vigil
meet and know faces and voices thain the Holy House on Thursday night. In this thérehiare
help them grow and live their offered the opportunity to live, as a group, a whin those
youth in a better way. walls laden with history and culture that witnestea fulfil-
They are not left alone in thisment of GodOs promises.
experience. Accompanying On Good Friday, the final evening of the week spenm-
them is a community of munity is dedicated to the parents, who come tdCietre to
adults comprising the priests share with their children the experiences they hadergone.
and nuns present at the cen-That same evening they are given the opportu-
tre,and a group of volunteers nity to meet a psychologist, inasmuch as a
consisting of teachers and meeting is deemed useful with experts on
mothers and fathers of fami- issues inherent to the children being edu-
lies who offer their time and cated and growing up in a healthy
energy free of charge so thatand balanced manner.
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